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ABSTRACT

This study offers an integrated reading of dialectal diversity in Iraq, centering
on three major cities that represent the geographic and cultural poles of the
Iraqi linguistic landscape: Baghdad, Mosul, and Basra. It aims to identify and
explain phonetic differences through the lens of historical, social, and
geographical factors. The study adopts a descriptive-analytical-comparative
methodology, drawing on four interrelated theoretical frameworks: Optimality
Theory, Diglossia, Prestige Theory, and Koinéization. The findings reveal that
the fundamental divide between Qaltu dialects (north) and Gilit dialects
(center and south) reflects divergent constraint rankings. The study also
observes a growing shift toward Baghdadi as a prestige dialect, led by youth
and educated women under digital media pressure. The paper concludes with
recommendations for documenting traditional dialects before they disappear,
and for strengthening sociolinguistic research in Iraqi universities.
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