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ABSTRACT

The study provides a comprehensive analysis of the impact of tribal composition on the
electoral behavior of Iraqi voters. It addresses the fundamental concepts related to
tribes, tribal affiliation or loyalty, electoral behavior, and the relationship of these
concepts to the state of the democratic process in Iraq. The study highlights that the
tribe remains a significant social and political force, influencing individuals' choices
towards candidates from the same tribe, regardless of competence or electoral
programs. Furthermore, the study indicates that tribalism directly affects the
performance of parliamentary institutions by reinforcing specific loyalties to a
particular entity or person, thus influencing the decisions of lawmakers. This enhances
political patronage and diminishes institutional work based on the principle of national
interest. The study also outlines the mechanisms for selecting representatives through
informal methods, such as consensual nominations among tribal leaders based on
social status, financial capabilities, or local influence, which marginalizes competence
and strengthens randomness in selection .
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